LETTER TO THE EDITOR – POW/MIA DAY
To the Editor:
More than 80,000 men and women from World War II to the present day are still unaccounted for. Their families have not been able to bring home and lie to rest a loved one’s remains.
The third Friday in September is National POW/MIA Recognition Day. Please join me and the other members of American Legion Auxiliary Unit [INSERT NAME/#] in taking a moment to remember those who are lost but never forgotten.
I would also like to invite you to attend a local POW/MIA remembrance service. Whether or not you are a servicemember, veteran or loved one of either, witnessing the service in its entirety is a touching, solemn occasion — a yellow ribbon represents that they are properly accounted for; an empty chair and table awaits their return; the tablecloth is white to show the purity of their intentions; a red rose symbolizes the blood shed; salt sprinkled on a plate reminds us of tears shed; a slice of lemon represents a bitter fate; an inverted glass shows they cannot toast with us; and a single lit candle is the hope that illuminates the path of their return.
We will never forget those who have not returned home. 
[INSERT LOCAL EVENT/SERVICE INFORMATION IF APPLICABLE]
The American Legion Auxiliary, founded in 1919, is a community of volunteers serving veterans, military, and their families. ALA members assist veterans in hospitals, advocate for veteran issues, support therapeutic creative arts festivals, distribute poppies for remembrance, and much more. In addition to serving the military community, the American Legion Auxiliary hosts ALA Girls Nation and the ALA Girls State programs that teach future leaders about government and civic responsibility. Learn more at www.ALAforVeterans.org and @ALAforVeterans on Instagram and Facebook.
[INSERT YOUR FIRST AND LAST NAME HERE]
[INSERT YOUR LOCAL ALA UNIT TITLE (EXAMPLE: PRESIDENT, SECRETARY,
MEMBER, ETC.]
[INSERT YOUR LOCAL ALA UNIT NAME HERE]
[INSERT LOCAL CONTACT PHONE OR EMAIL HERE]
