
2020 Annual Report
American Legion Auxiliary



www.ALAforVeterans.org            2020 Annual Report | American Legion Auxiliary   2                                                                                              

Contents

Members of Arizona Unit 62 adopted a military 
wife, and her child, while her U.S. Air Force 
husband was deployed overseas. They helped 
distribute poppies for National Poppy Day®.

ALA Mission Stays True. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Your Generosity Remains A Triumph . . . . . 4

Impact of the ALA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Impact of the ALA Foundation . . . . . . . . . . 7

Recognizing Our Donors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Leaving Your Legacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

Veterans Share Their Creativity . . . . . . . . 28

Distributing Poppies on  
National Poppy Day® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Junior Opens Piggy Bank for ALA . . . . . . 30

Receiving Scholarship a Vote  
of Confidence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31

A Passion Discovered through Veterans 
Creative Arts Festival. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

A Voice through ALA Girls Nation . . . . . . 33

Veteran Continues to Serve. . . . . . . . . . . . 34

Follow Us on ALA Social Media . . . . . . . . 35



www.ALAforVeterans.org            2020 Annual Report | American Legion Auxiliary   3                                                                                              

ALA Mission  
Stays True During 
Challenging Times

As national president of the 
American Legion Auxiliary, 
it is my honor to thank each 
and every member, donor, and 
supporter of the ALA. You have 
touched the lives of others in 
ways you may not realize.

Your contributions helped the ALA continue 
its longstanding tradition of sel�ess service to 
America’s veterans, military, and their families — 
honoring and helping them any way we can.

For more than a century, Auxiliary members 
have enthusiastically carried out numerous 
programs that bene�t those we serve. In doing so, 
we show our appreciation for the sacri�ces they 
made, or are making, as our nation’s protectors 
and defenders. We strive to enhance their health 
and well-being. We let them know we care. 

As the world grapples with the COVID-19 
pandemic, it becomes even more important to 
do what we can for our military heroes and their 
families. With continued support, the Auxiliary 
will work tirelessly to help future generations of 
veterans, military, and their families. 

—Nicole Clapp, American Legion Auxiliary 
National President

Musical performer Carson Shaffer talks with ALA National Vice President 
Kathy Daudistel (center) and National President Nicole Clapp at the 2019 
National Veterans Creative Arts Festival in Kalamazoo, Mich. The American 
Legion Auxiliary is a longtime presenting sponsor of the Festival.
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In the midst of an unprecedented 
year, the American Legion Auxiliary 
Foundation, with the help of generous 
donors, continued its steadfast support 
of veterans, military, and their families. 
We are beginning our 13th year with 
the renewed con�dence that when 
times get tough, the ALA Foundation 
will still be able to give our nation’s 

heroes the help they deserve. 
�is past year, the ALAF awarded 35 grants totaling 

more than $103,000 to support ALA entities — the most 
in a single year since the ALA Foundation’s inception. 
Additionally, we provided the national organization with 
more than $62,000 in support of mission-centric programs 
and grew the Mission Endowment Fund to over $1.6 million. 

�is year, 10 Veteran Projects Fund grants provided 
adaptive sports equipment, appliances, and technology to 
support the growth and independence of veterans across 
America. Veterans Creative Arts Festival grants awarded to 
three ALA entities provided art supplies, recognition, and 
award materials to assist local VCAF events and promote 
creative expression as therapy for our nation’s heroes. 
Mission in Action grants have helped 10 ALA units and 
departments promote their life-changing programs by 
funding branded storage, transport materials, and signage. 
Finally, the ALA Foundation used its 501(c)(3) status to 
assist 12 ALA entities with subgrants to support the mission. 

None of these triumphs would be possible without 
our generous donors, members, and volunteers. We are so 
grateful and proud to continue serving veterans, military, 
and their families through hard times. 

—Doris Hammeke, American Legion Auxiliary Foundation  
Board of Directors President

Your Generosity 
Remains  

a Triumph

American Legion Auxiliary Foundation Board of Directors President Doris 
Hammeke (left) attends an ALAF dedication ceremony for the new Quiver Vision 
art therapy equipment at the Fort Dodge Kansas Soldiers’ Home Veterans’ Art and 
Rehabilitation Creative Arts program. Paula Sellens (also pictured), ALA Kansas 
District Eight president, applied for an ALA Foundation Veteran Projects Fund 
grant in order to help veterans recover from and cope with physical and emotional 
disabilities. Keith Meyerhoff (middle) and Terry Harris (right), members of the Sons 
of The American Legion, also attended the dedication ceremony.
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VOLUNTEER 
HOURS 

SERVING 
MILITARY 
FAMILIES

VOLUNTEER 
HOURS 

SERVING 
VETERANS & 

MILITARY

3,233,625 402,818

TOTAL 
VOLUNTEER 

HOURS

VOLUNTEER 
HOURS SERVING 

YOUTH, 
SCHOLARSHIPS, 
COMMUNITIES

2,579,527 6,215,970

Impact
of the ALA

ALA member Judy Wothke of Zionsville Unit 79 in Indiana works with Legion 
Family members during preparations for placement of 2,500 U.S. flags on 
veterans’ headstones over the 2020 Memorial Day weekend.
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Impact
of the ALA

RESOURCES 
RAISED  

& SPENT ON 
MILITARY 
FAMILIES

RESOURCES 
RAISED 

 & SPENT ON 
VETERANS  
& MILITARY

$9,695,994 $1,171,846

TOTAL 
RAISED  
& SPENT

RESOURCES 
RAISED & SPENT 

ON YOUTH, 
SCHOLARSHIPS, 
COMMUNITIES

$8,714,262 $19,582,102
Randall Harrod joins fellow talented veterans from across the 
nation to display his black and white photography piece “Futures 
Past” at the 2019 National Veterans Creative Arts Festival in 
Kalamazoo, Mich. The American Legion Auxiliary is a longtime 
presenting sponsor of the Festival.
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Impact of the  
ALA Foundation

TOTAL
GRANTS
GIVEN

MISSION  
ENDOWMENT  

FUND

$1.68 million $103,489.87

TOTAL 
GIVEN 
TO ALA 

PROGRAMS

$62,316

American Legion Auxiliary Girls Nation is 
a weeklong event that gives participants a 

firsthand experience with practical insight into 
how the federal government works. More than 
7,000 young women have participated in ALA 

Girls Nation since it was founded in 1947.

U.S.
STATES 

REACHED

24
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VETERANS 
CREATIVE 

ARTS 
FESTIVAL 
GRANTS

$5,730 $13,792.02

$38,825

SUB-
GRANTS

Impact of the  
ALA Foundation

MISSION  
IN ACTION 
GRANTS

VETERAN 
PROJECTS 

FUND 
GRANTS

$45,142.85

Members of ALA Unit 134 in Morton Grove, 
Ill., display a piece of fabric used in the 
unit’s “100 Blankets” service project. The 
fleece coverings were given to dialysis 
patients at the Jesse Brown VA Medical 
Center in Chicago.
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Members of the American Legion Auxiliary help 
veterans explore the many ways art heals by 
being on hand to volunteer at various productions, 
ceremonies, activities,  and art workshops at the 
National Veterans Creative Arts Festival.

2019–2020 
Annual Donor Report

Recognizing  
Donors Supporting  

Our Mission
Whether you give to honor a loved one, 

because you have served, or simply because 
you believe in the mission of the American 
Legion Auxiliary, we are thankful.

Your contributions li�ed the �nancial 
burden from members in need by providing 
nearly $236,000 in Auxiliary Emergency 
Fund grants, gave hope and opportunity 
to young, deserving students through 
$155,500 in scholarships, and made a 
major impact on the lives of countless 
veterans, military, and their families across 
the country. Without your generosity, 
none of this would be possible. �ank you 
for supporting our nation’s heroes and 
embodying our promise of Service Not Self.
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AMERICAN LEGION 
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�is list of donors re�ects donations electronically recorded from 6/15/19 to 9/30/20.
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Kathy Sorenson
Carol Spedding
Diane Spencer
Starlene Springer
Gloria Sprucebank
Louise Squires
Victoria Statler
Peggy Steelman
Susan Steinbach
Joan Stephenson
Elaine Stepp
Gayle Stewart
Shirley Stien
Judith Stiles
Linda Stimpel
Victoria Stokes
Barbara Stoner
Geraldine Storch
Shirley Storm
Johni Stout
Mary Strausbaugh
Marilyn Streater
Elizabeth Streb
Emma Jean Stricker

Margarita Stroh
Beverly Stroud
Connie Stroud
Irene Stroup
Patricia Sullivan
Sophia Sumeracki
Cheryl Supowit
Karen Susag
Velma Swanson
Heidi Szonn
Micki Szych
Margaret Szymborski
Wilma Tank
Joanne Tarlton
C Tarrant
Shirley Tasker
Linda Tastad
Charmian Taylor
Ruth Terrill
Margaret Tesdahl
Barbara Tetreault
Dot �ayer
Violet �essen
Janet �om
Mary �ompson
Virginia �ompson
Connie �ornton
Vickie �rower-Mills
Betty Tidwell
Debra Tiernan
Verlyn Tiggeman
Mary Tillman
Madonna Todd
Mary Todd
Barbara Toman
Linda Tome
Gail Tomkins
Kerry Toth

Glenda Totten
Kathy Townsend
Maggie Tracey
Martha Tremer
Frances Troxel
Carole Troy
Hulda Trumbla
Victoria Turton
Doris Tuten
Mary Tutterow
Judy Tye
Patricia Upshaw
Sarah Vail
Mary Valle
Kelly Van Ginkel
Deborah VanArtsdalen
Loretta VanNuys
Valerie Varner
�elma Veis
Gloria Veney
Sue Verville
Brenda Vitucci
Janice Vock
Laura Voegele
Ruth Von Deylen
Shirley Wagner
Cindy Waldahl
Pat Walden
Lesona Walker
Debra Walker-Goedhard
Cruz Wallace
Dianne Walp
Sharon Walter
Mary Walters
Louise Wangen
Sheila Watson
Norma Watt
Linda Webb
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Donna Weih
Janet Weis
Tuva Welp
Doreen Wenker
Lois Wenz
Sandra Werblow
Kristine West
Cynthya West
Connie Weston
D. Whalen
Christine Whicker
Frances White
Carol White
Donna White
Leslie Whitesell
Eileen Wiggins
Ethelyn Wight
Vivian Wilcox
Terri Wilfong
Maxine Wilkerson
Constance Wilkinson
Ethel Williams
Eve Williams
Lisa Williamson
Juanita Willis
Julie Willis
Niki Wilson
Donna Wilson
Bonnie Wilson
Cheryl Wilson
Deloris Wilson
Marianne Winnie
Charlotte Wisniewski
Sarah Withers
Judith Witowski
Margaret Wojciechowicz
Barbara Wong
E. Jean Wood

Carol Woodson-Egan
Anke Wurner
Norma Wyzukovicz
Catherin Yadon
Joan York
Patsy Young
Dolores Zammert
Carolyn Zaskoda
Brenda Zeborowski
Cheryl Zenke
Sherri Ziegenfus
Carol Zier
Arlene Zimmerman
Zeviah Zube
Lois Zwolenik

Non-Members
D. Jean Acker
Lucille Albertelli
Bernard Allen
Richard Allen
Anna Amick
Rhea Arehart
Carol Arendt
Edward Aversa
Barnard Baer
Curtis Bailey
Ora Barbour
Scott Barkelew
Robert Barnett
Martha Bearer
Norma Beckman
Henry Bercutt
Kenneth Berner
Irma Bittle
�omas Bobee
Vicky Bogus
Margaret Booth

Daniel Braun
Sheryl Brewer
Patricia Brookhart
Charles Brooksher
Connie Brown
Kathryn Brown
Terri Brown�eld
Lucy Bruehl
Diane Brunelle
Philip Bucholz
James Bunich
Doris Bunn-Manfull
Howard Buoy
Arlene Burch
Donna Burgess
Roberta Burke
J. Busser
Jean Cain
Marlene Carpenter
Deborah Chadwick
Mary Chavez
Bobbi Chifos
Francis Clayton
Betty Clinton
Vickie Coleman
James Connell
Alice Cooney
Leanne Corbi
Juli Cordano
Rosemarie Cosgrove
C.H. Cross
Charles Cuccaro
Linda Cummings
Geraldine Cutrone
Richard Daniels
Richard Davis
John Davis
Joann Dell

Penelope Diszno
Sue Dize
Mary Draper
Beverly Dunlap
Richard Earnest
Marjorie Eash
Audrey Echols
Winifred Edwards
Danny Ellis
Marene Emanuel
Patricia Ewert
Janet Feany
Betty Fetty
James Figlewicz
Adam Flinchbaugh
Josephine Fogarino
Helen Foster
Louis Freeman
Phyllis Fricker
Santo Fruscione
Louise Gaertner
Mary Ganger
Janet Gardner
Susan Garofalo
William Gayler
Robert Gemein
Egon Gerson
Marie Giangolano
Don Gillespie
Lillian Giuliani
Jean & Ira Godwin
Margaret Gorey
Robert Gray
Erica Green
Carl Groth
Lucy Guenther
Carolann Halloran
Joyce Hanes

Nancy Hannan
Kraig & Kay Hanneman
Margaret Hanson
Vicki Harper
Frank Harris
Harold Ronald Harris
William Harvey
Neal Hause
Alfred Hauser
Don Havlu
George Havran
Pat Hayden
Linda Heal
Alice Henry
Edna Henry
Lee Henschel
Ocar Herrera
Bonnie Herron
Diane Hesse
F. Hester
Mary Hewlett
Sara Hicks
Evelyn Higgins
Frank Holmes
Susan Hooper
Mary Hopper
Ruth Howe
John Howell
Anna Hubbard
Brenda Huebner
Patricia Hu�
Jenny Hutson
Richard Jaquin
Dian Johnsen
Carolyn Johnsen
Judy Johnson
Mary Johnson
George Jones
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Paul Jones
Leo Judy
Barbara Junghans
D Kaminski
Douglas Katzenbarger
Anna Kearney
Susan Kelly
Janice Kennedy
�omas Kennedy
Sandra Kephart
Jarold King
Bert Kisner
Lucille Knolho�
John Koerner
Ruth Komarek
Edward Krueger
Edward Kuebrich
Robert Kunkel
Leonard La�erty
Carolyn Laforest
Gerise Lane
Joe Lankford
Dean Larson
Alberta Leising
Dominic Lemma
Sandi Lindsey
Edgar Little
Sandra Loheide
Robert Lopresto
Joseph Lorenzo
W. Lott
Jean Lowden
Anna Lusby
Merrill Lynn
Barbara Maderer
Glenn & Barbara Madrigrano
Gloria Maltais
Herbert Margerum

Michael Marks
Karen Marshall
Allen Martin
Rita Martorano
Patricia Mc Nair
Marlaina McAlister
Dolores McCray
Lee Mcknight
Richard McLaughlin
Peggy McMahan
Johanna Meara
Chris Mendenhall
G. Mendoza
Robert Meyer
Mary Mihalek
Charles Mizuta
Nieves Monge
Sandra Moore
Carol Muscha
Estella Muschalek
Ruth Nikolai
Elaine Niseno�
Frances Nixon
Jeanne Nunnally
Martha Odell
Paula Oler
Evelyn Olsen
Helen Page
Gerald Pastva
Sherill Patten
Marilyn Patterson
Virginia Paul
Julia Paul
�omas Payne
Earl Peck
Shirley Perry
Janet Peters
Sally P�zenmayer

Dorothy Phillips
Hildegard Pinkley
Lewis Pirozzi
Mary Pittman
Bridget Pitts
Joyce Po�
Jim Pogue
Jim Porter
Helen Posluszny
Stephen Postelnick
Celeste Powell
Donna R. Ray
James Ream
John Repp
Kathy Rice
Mary Riddle
Bruce Rismiller
Brenda Robinson
Angela Roling
Eileen Rossi
Violeta Rowley
Randolph Royce
Wilbur Rubright
Chuck Rudie
Kenneth Rush
Steve Russell
Dorine Ruwart
Mary Samuelson
Susana Santos
Gail Schmeisser
Sallyann Schmidt
Horstmar Schober
W. Schoonmaker
Kathy Schwartz
J. Sexton
Breanna Sheridan
John Shott
Shirley Sirovetz

George Slater
J. Smiley
Ambia Smith
Mary Smith
Paul Smith
David Snellings
Mary Spallino
Robert Spielman
George Sta�ord
Sylvia Stalter
Richard Starratt
Eunice Statler
Sheila Stenner
Eleanor Steptoe
William Stewart
Raedene Stewart
Jasper Strunk
Arlene Sturm
�omas Sullivan
Edward Swessel
Bedford Swindle
Joycie Tarry
Betsy Taylor
Virginia Taylor
Malcolm Telloian
Jennifer Tomson
Randall Tracy
William Trahan
Earl & Norma Tunnell
Gary R & Jean G Ulman
Lloyd Ussery
Janet Vacca
Marj Vandette
Allen Wadsworth
Joyce Waida
Ericka Waidley
Patricia Walker
Frances Walker

Alice Ware
Ruth Webb
Ruth Webel
John Wellemeyer
Richard Wells
Rose Wenger
Sheila Weyenberg
Danetta Whisnant
Frances Whitmore
�eis William
William Williams
Carolyn Williams
Sally Wilson
Ray Wydrinski
Helen Zottnick
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IN MEMORY/HONOR OF…
In Honor of
Brenda Cra�  

in honor of Marcia 
Delaughter

Brenda Cra�  
in honor of Billy Wardrup

Charles Cuccaro  
in honor of Odette Cuccaro

Judy Daughtry  
in honor of PDP Avis Knox 
Davis

Susan Fogarty  
in honor of Eugene Snow

Carol Golding  
in honor of R.J. Bidinger

Penny D. Gregory  
in honor of the American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Harvalee Grimm  
in honor of Roseann Vicky 
Bean

Lana Hagy  
in honor of healthcare 
workers

William Hardesty  
in honor of Squire Wells

Denise M. Hill  
in honor of Hurricane Dorian 
victims

Katie Horlen  
in honor of ALA Girls State

Bonnie Jakubczyk  
in honor of Barbara Bowen

Linda Kozlowski  
in honor of Michael A. 
Skestone

Je� Kushmerick  
in honor of Aunt Rose

Jean Leek  
in honor of Vickie �rower 
Mills

Jeannine T. Levesque  
in honor of TAL’s 100th 
birthday

Robert Lopresto  
in honor of Richard 
Lindenmuth

Jeremy Mager  
in honor of Linda Richardson

Rita Martorano  
in honor of ALA Unit 136

Debra Margaret Miller  
in honor of all our soldiers

Robyn Norland  
in honor of Mark Norland

David Nygren  
in honor of Barb Washburn

Patricia Rama  
in honor of Su�olk County 
New York Members

Andrew Schwartz  
in honor of Pauline F. 
Marchiori

Stella Sicina  
in honor of Michael Z. 
Pinheiro

Debra St. John Tiernan  
in honor of all the work our 
members do

Neva Waite  
in honor of Craig Middleton

Barbara Wong  
in honor of Carol Johnson

Barbara Wong  
in honor of Eric N. Wong

In Memoriam
Applied Pavement Technology 

in memory of Flora Wittig
Texas Unit 300  

in memory of Cathy Clark
South Carolina Unit 3  

in memory of Juanita 

Anderson
South Carolina Unit 15  

in memory of Sara Jernigan
South Carolina Unit 15  

in memory of Earline Wood
Cheryl D. Acoutin  

in memory of Charles Shultz
Lynn and Joe Aleksa  

in memory of Joseph Aleksa
Karen Anderson  

in memory of Herbert 
Holderman

Iris Asbury  
in memory of Louis Pacitti

Donna Benson  
in memory of Charles G. 
Adcock

Anita Biggs  
in memory of Alzora Carter

Diane Bissmeyer  
in memory of Ruth Koler

Colene F. Blankinship  
in memory of Raymond 
Eugene Crump

Sky and Gay L. Borgenhagen 
in memory of James (Skip) 
Douglas Jr.

Richard Bortness  
in memory of Harold Mason 
Brandt

Sharon Brosamle  
in memory of Cap. David 
McDaniel

Esther Cali  
in memory of Kathryn 
Hentosh Bogucki

Ryan Cecil  
in memory of Irene E. Lo�on

Kristine Dalton  
in memory of Byron York 
Taylor

Nancy Deuel  

in memory of our father’s 
service

Jack Devore  
in memory of Dorothy Louis 
Bayers

Deborah Dutra  
in memory of William A. 
Waters

Karen Eames  
in memory of Maxine Eames

Marene Emanuel  
in memory of Philip Hough 
Emanuel

Karen A. Forsyth  
in memory of Scott Forsyth

Amanda Gallagher  
in memory of Rosalie Panco

Doreen Gallagher  
in memory of Adrienne 
Belicose

Doreen Gallagher  
in memory of Clay La�on

Paul Ganz  
in memory of John A. Ganz, 
Jr.

Mary Beth Gardikas  
in memory of Pete P. Gardikas

Helen A. Glass  
in memory of my father and 
son

Jean Go�in  
in memory of Rose Allen

Kris Gogolin  
in memory of KC West

Jeri Greenwell  
in memory of Irene E. Lo�on

Doris Hammeke  
in memory of Irene E. Lo�on

Brenda G. Hardy  
in memory of James M. Hardy

Jean Heath  
in memory of Gary Smith

Geraldine C. Hince  
in memory of Henry T. May 

Frederick Humphrey  
in memory of Joe Torres

Steve & Lou Hurvitz  
in memory of Helen Joyce 
(Hudson) Norell

Jenny Hutson  
in memory of Martina 
Holmes

Melissa Isett  
in memory of Sylvia Nelson

Joan Boden  
in memory of J. Howard 
Williams

Joann Keilman  
in memory of Kathryn 
“Mickey” Keilman

Vickie Klinkhammer  
in memory of Mrs Victor 
(Marie) Paar

Sharon Knight  
in memory of Candy 
Jackovino

Diane Kraemer  
in memory of Rudy Kraemer

Je� Kushmerick  
in memory of Aunt Rose

Diane La�erty  
in memory of Kathleen 
Cappon

Karen Leemaster  
in memory of Donald 
Leemaster

Sandi Lindsey  
in memory of Beverly Anne 
Adreon

Austin LiPuma  
in memory of Ruth Ann Koler

Barbara Luck  
in memory of Barbara 
Tortorice



www.ALAforVeterans.org            2020 Annual Report | American Legion Auxiliary   19                                                                                              

Amy Lu�  
in memory of Robert Akright

Karen Lynn  
in memory of John and 
Dorothy Franklin

Anita F. MacDermid  
in memory of Wallace 
Fortenberry

Patricia Madamas  
in memory of Raymond B. 
Devlin

Gregory Maddox  
in memory of Douglas R. 
Maddox Sr.

Christine Martin  
in memory of Edward Louis 
Martin

Jennifer Maune  
in memory of Wm. B. Disney

Mary McCann  
in memory of Aubie Dean

Kimberly Michael  
in memory of Charles White

Jeannie Miller  
in memory of Joyce Blevins 
Salmon

Diane M. Miller  
in memory of Linda Leigh 
Tyler 

Bertie Milson  
in memory of Roger Milson

Carol Muscha  
in memory of Ilma Bowen

Brenda G. Oe�nger  
in memory of Irma Ward

Diane Owen  
in memory of Keith Owen

Alfred W. Pilcher  
in memory of Dorothy Louis 
Bayers

Karen Plunk  
in memory of Joann Westberg

Marianne Posatiere in memory 
of Archibald J. Bosso

Barbara Potter  
in memory of Corine 
Bertrand

Linda Raymond  
in memory of Leonard 
Cushman

Catherine Rich  
in memory of Virginia M. 
Holly

Christine Salazar  
in memory of Juan Manuel 
Salazar Jr.

Stephanie Sherwood  
in memory of Charles A. 
Sherwood

Carolyn Smith  
in memory of Bobby Styles

Rhonda Somers  
in memory of John Lyons

Starlene Springer  
in memory of Robert Ruston 
Springer Jr.

Raedene Stewart  
in memory of James N. 
Mailahn

Agnes Sulewski  
in memory of Anthony J. 
Mobilio

Patricia Sullivan  
in memory of Dr. David 
Kuper

Rita R. Sundahl  
in memory of Mary E. 
Johnson

Diane M. Sykes  
in memory of Edwin R. 
Gri�th

Lowell M. �omas  
in memory of Mrs. Clovis 
McMillian 

Judith L. Von Buchler  
in memory of Otis Lewis

Carol Walker  
in memory of Annie Updyke

Joan Wells  
in memory of Marguerite 
Mullen Barkley

Terri Wilfong  
in memory of Evan C. 
Wilfong

Barbara Wong  
in memory of May Y. Lim
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Maine Unit 81 received an American Legion Auxiliary 
Foundation Veteran Projects Fund grant for $4,503 to 
help purchase wheelchairs used by volunteers and 
staff to transport patients around the Togus Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in Augusta.

2019–2020 
Annual Donor Report

Recognizing  
Donors Supporting  

Our Mission
�is year was not an easy road for many 

people across the world. It came with 
uncertainties and ongoing challenges. But 
donors of the American Legion Auxiliary 
Foundation, since its inception, have found 
a way to continue the steadfast support of 
veterans, military, and their families. In 
fact, this year the ALA Foundation reached 
an incredible milestone — awarding over 
half a million dollars to ALA entities across 
the country. You are positively impacting 
the lives of our veterans, military, and their 
families each and every day. Our mission 
will endure for years to come, thanks to you.
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AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY FOUNDATION
$10,000+
Organization
Dept of Indiana
Dept of Maryland
Dept of Ohio
Dept of Texas
Dept of Wisconsin
�e Oregon Community 

Foundation

Members
Roberta Cox

$5,000-$9,999
Organization
Dept of Arizona
Dept of Florida
Dept of Illinois
AmazonSmile
Barton Cotton Fundraising, LLC
Film Funds Trust Funds Robert 

M. Ja�e, Trustee
Network For Good
YourCause, LLC Trustee

Members
Mary Gardikas
Rachel Grout

$1,000-$4,999
Organization
Dept of Connecticut
Dept of Delaware
Dept of Georgia
Dept of Kansas
Dept of Massachusetts

Dept of Michigan
Dept of Minnesota
Dept of Nebraska
Dept of New Jersey
Dept of New York
Dept of South Dakota
Unit 421 California 
Unit 184 Georgia
Unit 203 Kentucky
Unit 33 Texas
�e American Legion Dept of 

Maryland
American Legion Minnesota 

Post 294 
Benevity Community Impact 

Fund 
Disney Ears To You
Lois Lemke Trust

Members
Linda Boone
Laura Calteux
Nicole Clapp
Coral May Grout
Doris Hammeke
Carol Hassett
Janet Je�ord
Cathleen MacInnes
Madison Maves
Marybeth Revoir
Linda Smiley
Debra Tiernan
Barbara Vaughn
Kathy Wilkerson
Crystal Wright

Non-Members
Michael Butt
Je� and Sheri Spruell

$500-$999
Organization
Dept of New Mexico
Dept of Vermont
Dept of Virginia
Dept of Washington
Unit 233 Georgia
Unit 285 Iowa
Unit 120 New York
Unit 253 North Dakota
Apple Valley American Legion 

Post 1776
BNY Mellon Community 

Partnership
Mike And Linda Fiterman 

Family Foundation
Raymond James Charitable
�e Rothenberg Family 

Charitable Fund
�rivent Choice
Vanguard Charitable
Walmart Foundation
Werner Electric Supply 

Company

Members
Jane Benzel
Carol Campbell
Margaret Christianson
Ann Crawford
Kathy Daudistel
Diane Duscheck
Elizabeth Foster
Dorothy Hazen
Karyl Horn
Elaine Mackenzie
Rita Navarreté
Linda Newsome
Jeanne Paustian

Marty Peters
Donna Ray
Joan Reinoehl
Ann Ritacco
Laura Santino
Mary Sebben
Linda Seberger
Beth Toalston
Cynthia Walker
Terri Wallace
Kristine West

Non-Members
Kathryn Kaoudis
Laura Maves
David McIntytr
Lynn Olson
Donald Rivkin
Sharon Schiefelbein
W. Russell Wood

$250-$499
Organization
Dept of Arkansas
Dept of Kentucky
Dept of Missouri
Dept of New Hampshire
Dept of North Carolina
Dept of Oregon
Dept of Tennessee
Dept of Utah
Unit 41 Arizona
Unit 28 Delaware
Unit 77 Georgia
Unit 96 Maryland
Unit 43 Oregon
Unit 178 South Carolina
American Legion Post 49  

New Mexico
Sons of �e American Legion 

Detachment of Vermont
State Employees’ Community 

Campaign
United Methodist Church At 

Milltown

Members
Carlene Ashworth
Marlys Aubol
Linda Bourke
Nancy Brown-Park
Judy Casados
Kelly Circle
Sharon Conatser
Anna Davis
Joan Dielsi
Donise Dietz
Florence Ferris
Cathie Goth
Ann Guest
Debra Haas
Rosemarie W. Hauck
Betsey Lee Hodges
Teresa Huntimer
Miriam Junge
Vickie Koutz
Patricia Lach
Diane Launchbaugh
Nancy Magginnis
Veronica Master
Shirley Maurer
Beth McGinn
Jane Montaney
June Moore
Krisann Owens
Anne Parker
Paula Raney

�is list of donors re�ects donations electronically recorded from 6/15/19 to 9/30/20.
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Ann Rehbein
Sara Riegel
Carol Robinson
Bonnie Schuitema
Glenda Schultz
Barbara Spicer
Margaret Tesdahl
Norma Tramm
Sue Verville
Patricia Wellington
Kathrin Wiemers
Susan Wier
Pearl Willey
Lisa Williamson

Non-Members
Kristen Anderson
Daun Cziok
Cynthia Douglas
Sara Fowler
Kathryn Harris
Gar�eld Powell
Roberta Rogers
Cora Shi�er
Frances Whitmore

$100-$249
Organization
Dept of Alabama
Dept of Colorado
Dept of District of Columbia
Dept of Iowa
Dept of Mississippi
Dept of Pennsylvania
Dept of Puerto Rico
Dept of West Virginia
Unit 135 Arizona
Unit 95 California

Unit 149 California
Unit 222 California
Unit 299 California
Unit 314 California
Unit 476 California
Unit 500 California
Unit 587 California
Unit 694 California
Unit 755 California
Unit 1 Colorado
Unit 38 Colorado
Unit 5 Delaware
Unit 6 Delaware
Unit 7 Delaware
Unit 24 Delaware
Unit 50 Georgia
Unit 192 Georgia
Unit 258 Georgia
Unit 2 Hawaii
Unit 11 Hawaii
Unit 494 Iowa
Unit 47 Kansas
Unit 155 Massachusetts 
Unit 10 Maryland
Unit 3 Mississippi
Unit 40 New Hampshire
Unit 146 New Jersey 
Unit 69 New Mexico
Unit 77 New Mexico
Unit 99 New Mexico
Unit 118 New Mexico 
Unit 44 New York
Unit 79 Rhode Island
Unit 71 South Carolina
Unit 157 Texas
Unit 293 Virginia
Unit 280 Wisconsin
American Legion Auxiliary 

Worcester County Council
American Legion Headquarters 

Committee
American Legion Post 87 

Colorado
American Legion Post 118 New 

Mexico 
Leyden, Chiles, Wickersham 

Post 1
American Legion Post Riders 

192
LCW Post No 1 Color Guard
Peace United Church of Christ 

Womens Fellowship
�e Ebell Club of Irvine 
�e Plymouth Rock Foundation
United Way of Central Indiana

Members
Helen Aase
Mary Adame
Debra Albers
Pat Alvarez
Christine Anderson
Debra Anderson
Paulette Anderson
Ruth Anderson
Beverly Anderson Otterness
Kitty Argobright
Helen Ashley
Kathleen Aulner
Stephanie Abisi
Sidonia Babcock
Carole Baldwin
Mary Bannan
Janet Barkes
Rita Barylski
Carol Bates
Karen Becker

Meredith Beeg
Gloria Belair
Ida Belke
Susan Berntzen
Nancy Birkholz
Kathy Bishop
Donna Blattenberger
Carole Blixt
Lisa Boyer
Sheryl Brewer
Tammy Brnak
Marjorie Brown
Natalie Bruschwein
Dee Dee Buckley
Jane Buckner-Baxa
Nancy Burke
Marilyn Busak
Delores Bush
Betty Butler
Lisa Cadwallader
Marilyn Caine
Betty Calder
Cynthia Calhoun
Sharon Callahan
Dawn Callander
Donna Callegari
Gina Callicotte
Susan Campbell
Paula “Toby” Campbell
Louise Capek
Mary Anne Casadei
Sharon Cherrette
Jody Chisolm
Kathleen Chmarzewski
�eresa Christie
Elizabeth Chrz
Rose Anna Cirac
Camille Cisek

Kathy Cisna
Laura (Susie) Clyde
Patti Coleman
Corrinna Colson
Denise Conrad
Cheryl Crawford
Sandra Crenshaw
Nikki Crowl
Jan Cushing
Judy Daughtry
Carrie Davenport
Blanca Davenport
Susan Davey
Mary Davis
Judy De Von
Mary Deal
Carol Decker
Michele DeGennaro
Bonita Deklotz
Diane DeLashmit
Margaret Dellinger
Phyllis Dewald
Donna Dillard
Caren Dixon
Helen Du Charme
Kathy Dungan
Patricia Dyer
Sara Edwards
Mary E�a
Virginia Eggers
Joni Eggerss
Joyce Endres
Geraldine English
Donna Erickson
Carol Jean Fahrenthold
Deanna Farley
Ellen Farley
Carol Feeley
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Catherine Felder
Velda Feuerbach
Karan Fisher
Judith Forbes
Marlene Fortier
Shirley Frederick
Janis Fromm
Naomi Gades
Sue Gass
Diana Germain
Toni Gimpel
Kathryn Glass
Claudia Goodin
Lorna Gorman
Ruth Gott
Dora Graber
Dorothy Gracely
Dee Ann Graham
Dee Gratrix
Marilyn Gray
Kathy Greene
Jeri Greenwell
Fran Grimes
Irene Gustafson
Elsie Hackbart
Diane Hancock
Janet Hangartner
Angela Hanneman
Heather Hannon
Nancy Hansen
Carol Harlow
Peggy Hartsook
Beth Hatch
Donna Hat�eld
Barbara Hay
Pat Hayden
Linda Hayse
Susan Heil

Melvena Heisch
Claire Heitfeld
Linda Hellickson
Denise Henry
Deborah Hillard
Carol Hinners
Yuriko Hinton
Kay Hobbs
Carol Hodgkins
Edith Hodgson
Mary Ho�meyer
Carolyn Hoggan
Paula Holt
Evelyn Hooper
Elizabeth Hoppenworth
Rosalie Hoyt
Elizabeth Hunt
Debra Hurado
Andrea Hurt
Faye Huston
Charlotte Hyslop
Scherry Isaman
Sandra Jacob
Jane Jennings
Bonnie Johnson
Dolores Johnson
Evelyn Jones
Karen Lynn Jones
Lynn Jordan
Doris Juntilla
Jerilynn Kabel
Kollett Kaehlert
Joanne Kalina
Kathi Karnowski
Carrie Keller
Mary Keoughon Pedersen
Charlayne Kiesling
Daria Kimball

Eileen King
Jennifer Kinkead
Mary Knapp
Di Ann Kolkman
Tammy Kortbein
Mary Kotel
Diane Kraemer
Mary Krall
Patricia Kranzow
Elsie Kreider
Arlene Kremer
Janice Kriesler
Edna Krueger
Tonia Kruger
Lynn Kubousek
Kathleen Kurtz
Jean Kyler
Linda Louise LaCasse
Darla Laird
Kathy Lamberton
Catherine Landry
Barbara Lane
Zoe Langdon
Susan Lange
Jean Latham
Joanne Leap
Barbara Leaphart
Mary Lee
Ellen Litch�eld
Glory Little
Shirley Longenecker
Karen Lowe
Patricia Lugo
Jeanette Lynch
Lynn Machen
Anita MacInnes
Janice MacLeod
Linda Maddox

Joyce Maple
Cecilia Martinez
Patricia Martinez
Edna “Susie” Mash
Lisa Matson
Barbara Matteson
Laurel Matthews
Laura Mayer
Mary McCarthy
Carol McClarren
Faith Amy McEathron
Candace McGregor
Betty McKain
Loraine McKinney
Mary Jane McLoon
Mayte Medina-Wiemers
Vicky Merovich
Linda Merten
Lavonne Metcalf
Anna Meyer
Rosemary Miller
Kathy Miller
Bertie Milson
Charlotte Mitchell
Lola Moncrie�
Betty Moore
Rose Moore
Jackie Morrical
Deborah Morris
Geneva Moye
Peggy Mulcahy
Joyce Nebel
Beverly Neel
Virginia Nelsen
Mary Nelson
P. Kay Nelson
Leila Newell
Debra Noble

Lilly Noble
Dorothy Noll
Joyce Nordman
Janet Nunes
Lynne Olds
June Ondo
Judy Orasky
Janet Osborne
Mary Ann Otte
Charlene Owings
Vicki Paddock
Cheryl Park
Judith Perrie
Stephanie Peske
Mary Phillips
Tomi Pirrotta
Marty Plenert
Nancy Polk
Marilyn Porter
Mary Pratt
Florence Publicover
Jan Pulvermacher-Ryan
Ruth Quam
Joan Raglin
Patricia Ranz
Toni Reale
Edna Redhead
Diane Reigel
Gretta Renick
Victoria Rentmeester
Linda Richon
Wendy Riggle
Sheila Robbins
Anarene Robinson
Sandra Robor
Charlotte Rodriguez
Lisa Rodriguez
Geri Rootes
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Ree Ross
Sallie Rossman
Marjorie Roth
Maricath Rothlingshofer
Roberta Runk
Roxie Sanders
Jill Sandhaas
Linda Santistevan
Catherine Scheeren
Karen Schenck
Linda Schmidt
Virginia Schneider
Marcella Schoberg
Susan Scho�eld-Fratino
Janice Schultz
Lorraine Schumacher
Caroline Schwartz
Karen Schwartz
Leah Schweitzer
Lu Sclair
Kazuko Sen�
Janet Shoemaker
Mary Singstock
Diana Sirovina
Ardis Smith
Karen Smith
Mary Ann Smith
Patricia Smith
Audrey Smith
Donna Smith
Donna Smith
Mary Smith-Ried
Daplyn Snyder
Kathy Sorenson
Patricia Spath Meyer
Doris Spesak
Robin Sprang
Doris Stacy

Lynda Stadtler
Gailwyn Starr
Leslie Steever
Laurie Stegenga
Pam Stephens
Joan Stephenson
Michelle Still
Cheryl Supowit
Judith Swearingen
Linda Tastad
Melanie Taylor
Ruth Terrill
Helen �iers
Betty �ornsberry
Donna �urman
Mary Todd
Barbara Toman
Linda Tome
Gail Tomkins
Loretta Tow
Susanne Tozier
Christine Trahan
Martha Tremer
Frances Troxel
Valerie Trtan
Victoria Turton
Mary Tutterow
Judy Twete
Judy Tye
Jan Upchurch
Patricia Upshaw
Claudia Vaccaro
Dorothy Wahl
Pat Walden
Lesona Walker
Jean Walker
Mary Ward
Pat Ward

Nancy Warner
Amanda Washburn
Sally Wennerstrom
Cynthya West
Connie Weston
Diana Weyhenmeyer
May White
Leslie Whitesell
Shirley Wiemers
Sherrill Wilkins
Constance Wilkinson
Jeanne Wilkinson
Diane Willis
Cheryl Wilson
Shirley Wing�eld
Cath Winter
Charlotte Wisniewski
Betty Wolf
Linda Workman
Marjorie Wrezic
Catherin Yadon
Virginia Young
Arlene Zimmerman

Non-Members
Ora Barbour
Scott Barkelew
Kelly Bonett
Randal Boston
Helen Brink
Marian Browder
Sarah Burrus
Nancy Byers
Sarah Catal�o
Francis Clayton
Eleanor Cobb
Richard Daniels
Miriam De Masi

Sydney DeLong
Glenda Duncan
Wallis Edwards
Melanie Emmerich
Adrian Ervin
Joan Fearnside
Helen Foster
Lillian Giuliani
Levi Goldfarb
Robert Hagerthey
Carolann Halloran
Kristen Hamborg
George Havran
Donald Hawthorne
Linda Heal
Edna Henry
Wm Hickman
Sara Hicks
Frank Holmes
D. Hopper
John Howell
Anna Hubbard
Jack Iseley
Lori L. Jacobwith
Judy Johnson
Mary Johnson
Jimmey Kaiser
Raymond Kern
Jarold King
Rodney Kinne
Bert Kisner
Ruth Komarek
Lynda Lancaster
Paul Le Buhn 
George Legler
W. Lott
Linda Lovette
Linda Marlin

Allen Martin
Michael McCormick
Linda Meier
Robert Montgomery
Karolin Moshi
Kelly Moyer
Lee Murray
Elaine Niseno�
Bradley Oppenheim
Linda Orr
Earl Peck
Joyce Po�
Wendy Quam
Margaret Ratterman
Jim And Barbara Reynolds
Suzanne Riley
Jerris Riordan
Bruce Scho�eld
�eodore Schuldt
Mary Spallino
George Spicher
Betty Tarpley
Keturah �under-Haab
Richard Turner
Lloyd Ussery
Ken Vaughn
Norma Vieregge
Deborah Waldrip
Victor Warren
Ruth Webb
Andrew Weidert
Danetta Whisnant
John Wiemers
Ray Wydrinski
Stephen Yaussi
Kang Yu
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IN MEMORY/HONOR OF...
In Honor of
ALA National Headquarters 

Sta� in honor of National 
Secretary Linda Boone

Pat Alvarez  
in honor of Ed Alvarez

Kristen Anderson  
in honor of ALA Girls 
National Class of 2001

Michael Butt  
in honor of ALA National 
Headquarters Sta�

Michael Butt  
in honor of PNP Linda Boone 

Gina Callicotte  
in honor of all soldiers

Paulette D. Caron  
in honor of Robert R. Caron

Judy Casados  
in honor of Robert L. Casados

Nicole Chernish  
in honor of Chrystal Daulton’s 
Birthday

Louise M. Cloonan  
in honor of all veterans

Laura (Susie) Clyde  
in honor of South Dakota 
PDPs

Carrie Davenport  
in honor of ALA Empire Girls 
State

Marie Delaney  
in honor of Raymond 
Bykowski

Julie Diefenbacher  
in honor of David Je�alone

Donna M. Dillard  
in honor of Katherine Morris

Vincent Drouillon  
in honor of all veterans

ALA National Headquarters Sta�  
in honor of National Secretary 
Linda Boone

Doreen M. Gallagher  
in honor of Maggie McMahon

Dorothy Hazen  
in honor of H. Gerald Foeler

Erin Ho�mann  
in honor of Edward Pierce

Teresa Isensee  
in honor of Steven Isensee

Jill Johnson  
in honor of Virginia M. 
Holley

Kathi Karnowski  
in honor of Leo C. Karnowski 
Sr.

Diane M. Kraemer  
in honor of all veterans

Nancy Kravit  
in honor of Harriet Bowman-
Wright

Linda Louise LaCasse  
in honor of Jeri Greenwell, 
Marie Delane, Sandra Cruz, 
Lydia Degumbia, Peggy 
�omas, Aleyne Welton, SSgt 
Jerry LaCasse, Kathy Dungan, 
Nicole Clapp and Brenda 
Collins

Marilyn Kaye Lalonde  
in honor of Richard P. 
Niedbalski and William F. 
Carrico

Jean Leek  
in honor of Chrystal Daulton’s 
Birthday

Lauren E. Lloyd  
in honor of �omas G. 
Markham

Beth McGinn  
in honor of Townsend 
Brothers, WWII Veterans

Mary Jane McLoon  
in honor of Harold Tibbetts

Marianne Middleton  
in honor of Margaret M. 
Middleton

Joyce M. Nordman  
in honor of all of my family 
members who served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces

Margaret Ratterman  
in honor of all who serve

Eric Rockhill  
in honor of ALA Portland 
Oregon

Laura Santino  
in honor of Richard Wm. 
Anderson

Michele Schlosser  
in honor of Joseph Gullo

Bonnie Schuitema  
in honor of Gilbert D. Karsten 

Brenda Shirley  
in honor of Howard Shirley

Frank and Dena Snyder  
in honor of Virginia M. 
Holley

Debra St. John Tiernan  
in honor of all the work our 
members do

Tammy Stagman  
in honor of Gary Krohmer

Shirley �ornberry  
in honor of Donna Lubinski

Beth Toalston  
in honor of Jennifer Dunlap

Christine R. Trahan  
in honor of Dusty Trahan

Judy Twete  
in honor of Department of 
North Dakota

Judy Twete  
in honor of my military 

husband and son
Kathy A. Vasquez  

in honor of all veterans
Bonnie Vest  

in honor of Lewis A. Smith Jr.
Kristine and Don West  

in honor of Bob Melgard

In Memoriam
First Husbands Club  

in memory of John Morris 
Virginia Unit 293  

in memory of Dale Ann 
Moran

Pat Alvarez  
in memory of Ed Alvarez

Christine Anderson  
in memory of Richard Wm. 
Anderson

Constance Angel  
in memory of Donald R. 
Blouse Jr.

Carlene Ashworth  
in memory of Marian Odell, 
John Morris and Ken Peters 
Sr.

Rita M. Barylski  
in memory of Andrew 
Barylski Jr.

Linda Boone  
in memory of PNP Betty 
Calder

Tammy S. Brnak  
in memory of Howard 
Eichner

DeeDee Buckley  
in memory of Nanci Carole 
Brusati-Dias

Willa Burgess  
in memory of Richard (Dick) 
Lindenmuth

Michael Butt  

in memory of Doyne D. Butt
Gina J. Callicotte  

in memory of all those who 
died during active duty

Carol Campbell  
in memory of James F. 
Gallagher Sr. and James F. 
Gallagher Jr.

Carolyn H. Cannon  
in memory of Willie Glenn 
Hurdle 

Madeline Cassidy  
in memory of Henry Saer

Kelly Circle  
in memory of Twila Collins

Nicole Clapp  
in memory of Rachel A. 
Grout

Nicole Clapp  
in memory of PNP Betty 
Calder

Nicole Clapp  
in memory of Ken Peters

Nicole Clapp  
in memory of Judith Somers

Nicole Clapp  
in memory of Steven Taylor

Corinna Colson  
in memory of Eric N. Colson 
Jr.

Sharon Conatser  
in memory of Irene Lo�on

Sharon Conatser  
in memory of Bob Melgard

Ann Crawford  
in memory of PDP Sandra 
Heckstein 

Ann Crawford  
in memory of Barb 
Hutchinson

Daun Cziok  
in memory of Virginia Cziok
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Kathy M. Daudistel  
in memory of Ken Peters

Lavera Davis  
in memory of Mary Gabris

Robin L. Dorf  
in memory of Emil and Mary 
Dorf

Mary Carole Ducharme  
in memory of Rosemary E. 
Stoltz

Kathy Dungan  
in memory of Rev. Bendon 
Ginn

�omas Durbin  
in memory of Ferris Robert 
“Rudy” Gillen

�omas Durbin  
in memory of Alexander 
Burton

Diane E. Duscheck  
in memory of Marian Odell

Diane E. Duscheck  
in memory of Past TAL 
Chaplain Clif Sorenson 

Diane E. Duscheck  
in memory of Roland and 
Viola Duscheck

Diane E. Duscheck  
in memory of Erna Schwabe

Robin Falkenberg  
in memory of Harriet 
Clendenin

Angela R. Fett  
in memory of Harry A. Vittori

Lona J. Gagnon in memory of 
George R. Gagnon

Julie Ann Garcia  
in memory of John Leaf 

Mary Beth Gardikas  
in memory of Pete P. Gardikas

Kathryn P. Glass  
in memory of Anna Irene 

Peterson
Angela M. Golightly  

in memory of Angela 
Golightly

Jeri Greenwell  
in memory of PNPs Pearl 
Behrend and Betty Calder 

Jeri Greenwell  
in memory of Ruth Conatser

Coral May Grout  
in memory of Lyle Newton

Debra Jeanne Haas  
in memory of Gary L. D. Haas

Kristen Hamborg  
in memory of RoseMarie 
Schoessler

Doris Hammeke  
in memory of Rachel A. 
Grout

Carol Harlow  
in memory of Irene Lo�on

Dorothy L. Hazen  
in memory of PDP Jo Ann 
Rodgers 

Christian Hinkie  
in memory of Iris Robichaux

Brenda W. Holland  
in memory of Catherine D. 
Williams

Jack Iseley  
in memory of Richard 
Lindenmuth

Amy Jens  
in memory of LaVon 
Schurman

Sandra L. Josephson  
in memory of Marlene 
Josephson

Miriam Junge  
in memory of John Morris 

Miriam Junge  
in memory of Betty Calder

Kathi K. Karnowski  
in memory of John Alan Ware

Doreen Long  
in memory of Josie Melgard

Mary Caplin Long  
in memory of Tom Long

Carol L. Lonsway  
in memory of LaVern 
Lonsway and Tom Schluchter

Lynn Machen  
in memory of Kenneth 
Harting Schoenewey

Cathleen F. MacInnes  
in memory of Rachel A Grout

Cathleen F. MacInnes  
in memory of Barbara Perry

Bertie Milson  
in memory of Roger Milson

Beverly A. Neel  
in memory of John James 
Gallop, Sr.

Virginia W. Nelsen  
in memory of PNC Bill 
Detweiler

Virginia W. Nelsen  
in memory of Leslie Walker

Audrey H. Nelson-Sheil  
in memory of �omas Sheil

Andria Nickerson  
in memory of John 
“Ballgame” Howell, Sr.

Patty R. Nolan  
in memory of James H. 
Troglia

Dorothea O’Shea  
in memory of Robert O’Shea

Kim Ovcarich  
in memory of Al P. 
Lauderdale

Past National Presidents  
in memory of John Morris 

Deborah Pogorzelski-Stogner  

in memory of Stanley K. 
Pogorzelski

Wendy Quam  
in memory of Georgine D. 
Carnes

Toni P. Reale  
in memory of Antonio Salerns

Jerris Riordan  
in memory of John P. Riordan

Jerris Riordan  
in memory of Johnny Riordan

Laura E. Santino  
in memory of Richard Wm. 
Anderson

Bonnie Schiutema  
in memory of Edwin and 
Edna Schuitema

Ellen J. Simon  
in memory of Je�rey Simon

Karen Smith  
in memory of Norene R. Rauh

Sandra C. Stattion  
in memory of Cli�on Cole

Michelle Still  
in memory of Roy Panser

Eric Tobin  
in memory of Beverly Adreon

Carol Van Kirk  
in memory of Betty Calder

Ken Vaughn  
in memory of Robert “Bobby” 
Browner

Bonnie Vest  
in memory of Lewis A. Smith 
Jr.

Judith L. Von Buchler  
in memory of Otis Lewis

Cynthia C. Walker  
in memory of Major Henry 
A. Carter and Marcia Allen 
Carter

Jean M. Walker  

in memory of Mason 
Blumberg

Terri Wallace  
in memory of Barbara 
Hockaday

Kristine West  
in memory of Department 
Secretary Beverly Burns 

Kristine West  
in memory of Joyce Porter 

Kristine West  
in memory of PNP Pearl 
Behrend

Stephen Yaussi  
in memory of Virginia M. 
Holley
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For 100 years, the American Legion Auxiliary has relied on generous donations to continue 
the support of veterans, military, and their families. �ese gi�s have allowed the Auxiliary to 
provide hope in times of need, support for education and youth leadership programs, grants for 
veterans’ art therapy, and much more. As we begin a new century of service, we look to build an 
even stronger future.

We ask that you join us in this mission by becoming a part of the Legacy Society, a group of 
people dedicated to the promise of Service Not Self who have chosen to include a planned gi� 
to the American Legion Auxiliary or the American Legion Auxiliary Foundation in their estate 
plans. Your gi�—no matter the size—will provide future �nancial support to the Auxiliary. We 
are so grateful for the following donors who have already committed a planned gi�:

Linda J. Boone
Nancy Brown-Park and James Park
Ann Crawford
Sharon Conatser
Patricia A. Flaagan
Jeri Greenwell
Dr. Coral May Grout
Janet Je�ord
Lynda Lancaster
Jane Montaney
Rita Navarreté
Linda Newsome
Marybeth Revoir
Sandra L. Sowers
Desireé Stoy
Peggy �omas

In Memoriam:
Jean Bender
Aileen Chitwood
Helen Colby Small
Rachel A. Grout
Lois Lemke
Arvilla Norris
Lydia Pickup
Grace S. Schulz
Inez M. Sha�er
Barbara K. Smith
Joyce Starr
Lillian Vitelli
Ethel Wolansky

You can contribute to the future of the American Legion Auxiliary by adding a planned gi� 
to your will. Be it large or small, every gi� adds up to help ensure the Auxiliary is here for gen-
erations to come. Learn more about the Legacy Society by going to www.ALAforVeterans.org/
Planned-Giving.

LEAVING YOUR LEGACY



www.ALAforVeterans.org            2020 Annual Report | American Legion Auxiliary   28                                                                                              

In a time of social distancing,  
veterans share  

their creativity virtually
As COVID-19 (coronavirus) has 

grappled all of our lifestyles, that hasn’t 
stopped some from getting creative when 
it comes to continuing mission outreach 
e�orts.

In collaboration with American Legion 
Auxiliary Arizona Unit 62, the American 
Legion Auxiliary Foundation, Veterans 
First, the Arizona Arts Commission, the 
City of Peoria, Ariz., private charities, and 
individuals, the Heal Her Art Women 
Veterans Wellness program hosts monthly 
social gatherings at the Phoenix VA 
Medical Center. During these gatherings, 
25 to 30 women veterans from all military 
branches and walks of life participate in 
free painting sessions. �is program was 
made possible with assistance from an 
American Legion Auxiliary Foundation 
grant.

“One of the things women veterans 
bene�t from with our program is the 
social aspect of being with each other 
and getting support from each other,” 
said Arizona Unit 62 member Marge 
Christianson.

In March, their event was cancelled as 

COVID-19 continued spreading rapidly 
and social distancing guidelines were put 
into place. So, they improvised and came 
up with a new plan to stay connected.

Since early April, members of the 
program have taken part in a two-hour 
virtual painting session. Instructed via 
Zoom, participants were guided step by 
step on how to create their own canvas 
painting.

“We felt compelled to �gure out a way 
to stay connected with these women so 
they could stay connected with each other.”

Marge said she embraces the capabilities 
thanks to technological advances.

“Technology has enabled us to do 
things we haven’t thought of,” she said.

Marge would like to see the virtual 
events continue once the pandemic slows 
down, “particularly for those who are 
homebound or in geographies where we 
can’t make physical events feasible,” she 
said. “�e ability to connect with people 
without leaving your home is such a 
wonderful opportunity.”

Originally published on www.
ALAforVeterans.wordpress.com.
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Contactless drive-thru helps distribute poppies 
and honor veterans during National Poppy Day®

American Legion Auxiliary members had 
planned special events throughout the year to 
highlight the ALA’s 100th anniversary of serving 
veterans, the military, and their families. But 
members had to postpone all in-person celebrations 
and conventions, along with most mission-related 
projects, as a way to help ensure the safety of our 
Legion Family during COVID-19. With Memorial 
Day celebrations on pause, ALA members cultivated 
creative, no-contact ways to still honor National 
Poppy Day.

�ree days before National Poppy Day, Kathi 
Carney, president of Unit 45 in Greenbrier, Tenn., 
decided to host a contactless drive-thru poppy 
distribution at the Greenbrier American Legion 
post. Kathi and Unit 45 had always said their post 
home was a perfect place to host drive-thru events, 
which led to the National Poppy Day project.

“A 10-minute conversation on the phone with 
my treasurer turned into one of the best events 
we have had as a unit,” said Kathi. “Everyone 
participated in the last-minute planning, and as a 
team, we succeeded in creating something quite 
wonderful.”

�e whole unit dropped what they were doing 
and dedicated their next few days to help decorate 
and set up their unit’s �rst poppy distribution 
drive-thru. A�er careful, yet quick discussion, 
Unit 45 decided the safest and most e�cient way 
to distribute poppies was to create a no-contact 
clothesline system. �ey used target stands from 
their annual turkey shoot event to keep the 
clothesline secure, and the unit saved money by 
utilizing signs and props used in past events to 

decorate the drive-thru and post home.
Providing le�over poppies from last year, Unit 

45 members took necessary precautions and wore 
gloves and masks to place each poppy in individual 
sealed bags, then they dangled them on the “Poppy 
Fence” with clothespins. Drivers followed an 
easy path to the fence and were able to pull the 
poppy bag o� the clothespin without touching 
anything else. Several buckets were hung along the 
clothesline, creating a contactless and safe way to 
drop in donations. �ey also lined the drive-thru 
exit with Legion Family signs and a “�ank you for 
your support” sign.

“In times of uncertainty, people always feel 
connected to our military and veterans,” said Kathi. 
“We were astonished at the donations we received 
even at a time when people’s �nances may not be the 
best.”

Unit 45 may have inspired and led this creative 
project, but it was a Legion Family e�ort to complete 
it. Everyone pitched in to help by setting up signs, 
maneuvering a clear path for cars, decorating 
handmade posters, posting on social media, and not 
to mention the time spent setting everything up and 
taking it down within a few short days.

Kathi and Unit 45 members decided to host the 
National Poppy Day drive-thru as an annual event. 

“We learned that we just need to �nd a way to do 
something to remember our veterans,” Kathi added. 
“We cannot let them be forgotten, even if that means 
coming up with a unique way of honoring Memorial 
Day.”

Originally published in the August 2020 issue of 
Auxiliary magazine.
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Junior member busts open  
piggy bank for ALA

Ashlynne Jenkins, 16, has been an 
American Legion Auxiliary Junior member 
for the past six years, a�er being introduced 
to the organization by her grandmother. 
Being a member of the ALA has helped open 
Ashlynne’s eyes to the sacri�ces of our nation’s 
heroes, as well as inspiring her to act.

“Ever since I joined, my heart has become 
larger, �lled with so much love for these men 
and women, and I plan to continue to give out 
this love for as long as I can,” she said.

Ashlynne began volunteering at various 
events and programs upon joining the 
Auxiliary. One of her favorites is the ALA 
Poppy Program. Ashlynne has also volunteered 
during the holidays, which happens to be one 
of her favorite memories.

“I went with my mother and one other 
Auxiliary member to give Christmas care 
packages to the local VA. Our purpose with 
these packages was to hand them out to 
veterans who do not have families to buy them 
gi�s or to just sit and talk to. So with these 
care packages, we showed that they have many 
people who care about them,” she shared.

Ashlynne’s drive to serve would not stop 
there. She began fundraising for the ALA 

Children of Warriors National Presidents’ 
Scholarship, with the goal of assisting young 
students going to college.

She raised funds by setting up donation 
banks around her town, conversing with 
community leaders, and even utilizing 
a “donation pig.” One of her memorable 
moments is fundraising at an ALA state 
convention in Little Rock, Ark.

“We had the donation pig set up on its own 
table, and when everyone found out what 
it was for, there was automatically a line for 
donations. It was incredibly encouraging, and I 
am very grateful for all who donated,” she said.

Even now, Ashlynne looks to impact young 
students further, with plans to reach out to 
surrounding communities and organizations, 
as well as encourage her fellow ALA Junior 
members to fundraise.

Ashlynne continues to fundraise and 
change the lives of veterans, military, and their 
families, knowing that every donation makes 
an impact — no matter how big or how small.

“In the end,” she said, “receiving just a 
penny would be enough to help our cause.”

Originally published on www.
ALAforVeterans.wordpress.com.
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Receiving scholarship during 
pandemic a ‘vote of con�dence’

Spirit of Youth Scholarship recipient Morgan 
Je�ord has been a member of the American 
Legion Auxiliary since she was born in 2001. 
With a great-grandfather who served in World 
War II, and an ALA Past National President for 
a grandmother (Janet Je�ord, 2014-2015), her 
membership was inevitable. 

“My grandmother has been super involved 
and got me involved in the ALA. I traveled to a 
convention with her once and she has kept [the 
American Legion Auxiliary] a constant in my 
life,” Morgan said.

Attending ALA National Convention 
with her grandmother was an eye-opening 
experience for Morgan. 

“I just saw all the di�erent types of people 
who were involved. It was just really cool 
because I always heard her talk about it, but I 
didn’t know how big it was until I went,” she 
said. 

Like her grandmother, Morgan has a passion 
for service. She has been engaged with her local 
community, started clubs with her friends, and 
participated in service trips to Guatemala. As 
she attends Fordham University, she plans to 
pursue new service opportunities in New York 
City.

“Fordham is in the Bronx and there are 
other boroughs. I really want to do something 
to help kids who are less fortunate or come 
from a di�cult family life,” Morgan said.

Upon receiving the Auxiliary’s Spirit of 

Youth Scholarship, Morgan’s family was happy 
to have assistance with the exceptional price tag 
that comes with college, and her grandmother 
was extremely proud. 

However, Morgan shared that in a pandemic 
when so many things have been negatively 
a�ected, the scholarship meant even more to her. 

“It was just a piece of really good news. 
Someone out there thought I deserved this 
money and they had faith that I was going to use 
my college education for good and that I was 
going to do something. It was just a really nice 
vote of con�dence,” Morgan said.

When asked what she would say to those 
who make ALA scholarships possible, Morgan 
pointed out how important the scholarships are 
to young students and to the future of the ALA.

“Receiving a scholarship reinforces that idea 
that you are going to somewhere academically 
and that you are smart and that you have a 
bright future ahead of you,” she said. “For the 
recipients of scholarships, it reminds them to 
stay active in the organization.” 

As someone who works very hard in school 
and believes that a quality education is vital 
to one’s impact, Morgan’s favorite quote by 
Nelson Mandela lines up with her philosophy 
on education perfectly: “Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to change 
the world.” 

Originally published on www.ALAforVeterans.
wordpress.com.
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Patrick Ward discovers passion through 
Veterans Creative Arts Festival

Patrick Ward always thought of himself 
as an athlete. A ��h-generation U.S. Navy 
veteran, Patrick’s physical health was always 
very important to him. �at’s why, when he 
sustained serious injuries while on active 
duty, Patrick struggled to be motivated in his 
everyday life. 

A�er 55 surgeries and an amputation, 
Patrick wasn’t sure what was next for him. 
Most days, even a�er his physical recovery, he 
wasn’t interested in getting o� the couch. 

“I needed to get engaged in life again,” 
Patrick said. “When your options change, you 
need to change your life, because otherwise 
you can get in a bad place.”

While Patrick was healing, the Miami 
Veterans A�airs Medical Center encouraged 
him to get involved with the Veterans Creative 
Arts Festival, a program co-presented by the 
American Legion Auxiliary. �ough arts had 
never been a major part of his life, he gave it a 
shot. 

Despite never thinking of himself as a 
writer, Patrick quickly learned he had a knack 
for it. �e inspiration he felt being surrounded 
by other veteran artists pushed Patrick to try 
something new — and it was a perfect �t.  

Today he is a published writer, has won several 
awards, and writes a monthly column for a 
writer’s magazine. 

“If you don’t think of yourself as creative, 
you don’t have to be around [the National 
Veterans Creative Arts Festival] long before 
you start to dream,” Patrick said.

“Being near people who are so brilliant and 
so talented and so outgoing, I leave energized 
and I always think I can do anything.”

Patrick credits the American Legion 
Auxiliary with enhancing the experience for 
him by going above and beyond to serve the 
artists — bringing them quilts when they were 
outside in the snow, providing them with a 
hospitality room, and always encouraging 
them to do their best. 

�is newfound talent and artistic 
expression truly turned things around for 
Patrick, who once felt lost. 

“I thought those doors were closed, but 
it’s so personal, life-changing, and a second 
chance,” Patrick said, holding back tears. 

“I always say if you get that second chance, 
grab it, run, and don’t look back.”

Originally published on www.
ALAforVeterans.wordpress.com.
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Sadie Chamberlain �nds her voice 
 through ALA Girls Nation

In the United States, women are 
underrepresented in government at all levels. 
In 2019, though women made up roughly 50% 
of the population, they held only 28.9% of state 
legislatures, and 23.7% of US Congress seats. 
Sadie Chamberlain, a 2019 American Legion 
Auxiliary Girls Nation senator, believes that 
programs like ALA Girls Nation could help 
more young women develop the skills and 
con�dence they need to change that norm. 

“�is program encourages young women 
not to second guess themselves or apologize 
for their opinions,” Sadie said. 

“It reminds us that if you have something 
to say, you should say it, and the more we can 
learn about our government, the more we can 
give ourselves a more equal and inclusive role 
in it.”

For Sadie, a recent high school graduate 
with mild cerebral palsy, this empowered sense 
of self was life changing. She was able to speak 
with Vermont state senators about the policies 
she believed in at ALA Vermont Girls State 
and had the opportunity to present a mock bill 

to her peers from around the country at ALA 
Girls Nation. 

“�e amount of respect and dignity I 
received, despite my physical limitations, 
reminded me that should I choose to pursue 
a path in government, that I can do so 
con�dently because of the power that ALA 
Girls Nation gave me,” Sadie said. 

For all of the opportunities and memories 
made at ALA Girls Nation, Sadie took away 
the philosophy that power is in the collective. 
�ough an individual can inspire the 
collective, Sadie said that working together 
is one of the most important disciplines she 
learned throughout her time in the program. 

She hopes to carry this notion into her 
studies as she pursues a degree in psychology 
at Saint Michael’s College in Vermont. 
Sadie believes psychology and the law are 
intertwined, and that her psychological 
knowledge could make a positive impact and 
enhance the quality of government policies.

Originally published on www.
ALAforVeterans.wordpress.com.
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ALA Foundation helps Jerome Ford serve 
fellow veterans at �e Crawford House

In March 2019, a bomb cyclone hit 
Colorado Springs, Colo., and devastated 
�e Crawford House, a veterans transitional 
housing center accommodating up to 13 
veterans at a time. 

“I was called by one of my managers,” 
said Jerome Ford, U.S. Air Force veteran and 
program manager at �e Crawford House.

“Everybody was sheltered in place, so I 
had to remain in place until I could get there 
in the morning and see what was going on.”

When he arrived the next morning, Jerome 
was shocked by the extent of the damage. He 
was surprised that no residents were injured. 
�e roof was hanging o� the back side of the 
building, and water was seeping in through 
what little covering was le�. �e sta� was able 
to set up housing for the veteran residents at a 
local hotel, but they knew it was a temporary 
solution. 

Soon, they discovered that the U.S. 
Department of Veterans A�airs wouldn’t be 
able to send anymore veterans to the facility 
until it was fully repaired, and money was 
running low. �at’s when community partners 
in the area stepped up to help. Among them: 
the American Legion Auxiliary. 

“�e American Legion Auxiliary is 
just one of those organizations that comes 
ready to serve veterans and help out this 
community,” Jerome said. “I think it’s 
absolutely amazing.”

A local ALA unit applied for a Veteran 
Projects Fund grant from the ALA 
Foundation and was awarded $5,000 to 
support �e Crawford House in their e�ort 
to rebuild their refuge for homeless veterans. 
Jerome explained how the grant was able to 
cover repairs the insurance could not and 
sped up the process of rebuilding. 

With the help of the Veteran Projects 
Fund grant, �e Crawford House was able to 
reopen its door to veterans in need in April 
2020, more than one year a�er disaster struck. 
Jerome and fellow sta� are still in awe at the 
ways so many organizations rallied to help 
them recover. 

“I would say to donors: �ank you, and 
continue to support these grants and your 
community,” Jerome said, “because your 
service to us makes a profound di�erence in 
veterans’ lives.”

Originally published on www.
ALAforVeterans.wordpress.com.
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Follow Us
on Social Media

We have a presence on most 
social media channels! 

Find us by searching @ALAforVeterans. 

American Legion Auxiliary  
National Headquarters

3450 Founders Road, Indianapolis, IN 46268
P: (317) 569-4500 | F: (317) 569-4502

www.ALAforVeterans.org
www.ALAFoundation.org

Junior members of the ALA Department of Florida assembled 
hygiene kits for homeless women veterans as a way to engage 
the younger generation in participating and serving others.

http://www.facebook.com/alaforveterans
https://twitter.com/alaforveterans
http://www.youtube.com/user/AmericanLegionAux/featured
https://www.instagram.com/alaforveterans/


www.ALAforVeterans.org            2020 Annual Report | American Legion Auxiliary   36                                                                                              

A Community of Volunteers  
Serving Veterans, Military, and their Families

We are the American Legion Auxiliary.
We are called to serve.
We respect our country and the service of those who defend our freedoms.
We are loyal to our United States Constitution and to those who protect it.  
We are humbled by the courage of our veterans and their families. 
We are alone, yet we stand together.
We are daughters, brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers. We are family. 
We are of every color. We are of every faith. 
We are of every age.
We are anyone and everyone. 
We are common and extraordinary.
We are citizens.  
We live in small towns.
We live in suburbs.
We live in cities. 
We work in fields, in factories, warehouses, offices, at home.  
We are a community. We help one another. 
We love our flag and all that it stands for.
We are many. We are one. 
We are the American Legion Auxiliary. A Community of Volunteers  
Serving Veterans, Military, and their Families. 
We commit ourselves to the ideal: Service Not Self.




